


OUR PLAN
This Lenten program is composed of three parts. The three 
parts are the sermon based upon the lectionary assigned 
Gospel, a daily devotional reading found in this book and a 
connected six session Bible study.
 Each Sunday’s message in Lent will set forth the theme 
for the coming week, a certain dynamic about the names of 
Jesus. Through the Word and Sacrament, EACH SUNDAY IS 
AN OPPORTUNITY TO EXPERIENCE THE LOVE OF JESUS.
 Our daily devotional plan is to give you the opportunity 
to READ each day about a particular name of Jesus and its 
meaning to our lives. You are encouraged to daily ponder the 
various beauty in His Names, and respond in faith and action.
 WEEKLY BIBLE STUDIES (small group or large group) will 
also be part of this opportunity to get to know Jesus better 
through the deeper reflection upon His names. Participants 
will examine, discuss and wrestle with the meaning of that 
name in their life. (These studies may be downloaded at 
lutherantools.org)
 After 40 days of personal devotions, Sunday worship 
services, and weekly small group gatherings, each of us will 
grow in getting to know Jesus better. We will also grow in 
extending to others in word and deed the glory of His Name. 



Week 1
SUNDAY, MARCH 1 

The Son of  God 
Today’s Gospel Reading Matthew 4:1-11 

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 
tempted by the devil. And after fasting forty days and forty 
nights, he was hungry. And the tempter came and said to him, 
“If  you are the Son of  God, command these stones to become 
loaves of  bread.”  But he answered, “It is written,  “ ‘Man shall 
not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the 
mouth of  God.’ ” 
 Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the 
pinnacle of  the temple and said to him, “If  you are the Son of  
God, throw yourself  down, for it is written,  “ ‘He will command 
his angels concerning you,’ and “ ‘On their hands they will bear 
you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.’ ” Jesus said to 
him,  “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God 
to the test.’”  
 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and 
showed him all the kingdoms of  the world and their glory. And 
he said to him, “All these I will give you, if  you will fall down and 
worship me.” Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is 
written, “ ‘You shall worship the Lord your God and him only 
shall you serve.’ ” 
 Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were 
ministering to him. 



Monday, March 2
DAY 1 

SON OF GOD  

Read: Matthew 27:39-43. And those who passed by derided him, 
wagging their heads and saying, “You who would destroy the temple 
and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, 
come down from the cross.”  
    So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him, 
saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of 
Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in 
him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he 
said, ‘I am the Son of God.’”  
Receive: Jesus made bold claims. He indicated that He was God’s Son 
and therefore was truly God. How hard it was for His own people to 
believe this article of faith. As we are removed from His life and times, 
we may have an easier time stating that Jesus was truly someone 
extraordinary and special. Even sceptics can affirm that Jesus and His 
life and teachings have changed civilization and continue to be a major 
transformer of the world in which we live. Yet to place our trust in Him, 
the one we confess to being God, is a harder task. Perhaps you are 
struggling to trust God with all your life? He is truly man, so He under-
stands our needs, and He is truly God with power to save and deliver. 
We can trust in Him with all things. 
Renew: Make a list of the things that you are concerned about today. 
Especially items that seem very difficult and hopeless, from a human 
perspective. After each say, “Lord, Jesus. I trust in You in this area and I 
ask You to strengthen my faith.” 

Son of God, eternal Savior, You are truly God, with power to save and 
deliver. Help me to put my faith and trust in You as Your divine work 

of grace and providence continues to shape my life and world. In Your 
powerful name, the name of Jesus, I pray. Amen. 

Rev. Robert Hartwell | Village Lutheran Church and The Chapel School, Bronxville, NY  
Secretary of the Atlantic District  



Tuesday, March 3
DAY 2 

AMEN 

Read: Revelation 3:14. “And to the angel of the church in Laodicea 
write: ‘The words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the begin-
ning of God’s creation.’” 
Receive: Amen is a name for Jesus? I thought it was just a word at 
the end of a prayer! Surprise! Jesus is the Amen. He is the end of every 
prayer. He is the end of every hope. He is the end of every dream we 
have. He is the fulfillment of all things. That’s what amen means. It 
means, “Yes it will be so.” What a powerful name. Jesus is the end of 
every promise that God ever spoke. He is the fulfillment of every word 
that God ever said. He is the end, the fullness, the totality of God’s 
message to us. He is the Amen. 
Renew: So let me ask you, what is it that you are praying for these 
days? What is it that your heart is longing for? Is it healing for a loved 
one? Is it freedom from addiction? Is it a new job? Financial relief? 
Friends? Hope? Whatever it is that has you calling out to God, in de-
spair, in thanks, in hope, in need, Jesus is God’s answer. He is the end 
of that prayer. Think about it. Healing? Jesus is the Great Physician. Full 
healing, physical, spiritual, emotional - all of it is found only in Jesus. 
Friends? Jesus calls us friend. He is the Friend who never leaves, never 
talks behind your back, always wants what is best for you. He is your 
Friend forever. So as you pray, as you hope, as you dream, as you cry, 
let your last word be Amen, Jesus, because he is God’s last word of 
hope, healing, and love to you. Amen, Jesus, it will be so. 

Jesus, let my thoughts, my hopes, my dreams, my fears and my joy 
find their end in You. Lead me to see that You are the fulfillment of all 

things, the Amen, my Amen. So Jesus, help my heart, my mind and 
soul to find their end in You. Amen. 

Rev. Matthew Schultz | Immanuel, Niskayuna 



Wednesday, March 4
DAY 3 

IMMANUEL 

Read: Matthew 1:22-25.  All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had 
spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with 
us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she had given 
birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.  
Receive: Immanuel means “God with us”. What an appropriate name 
for the Savior. He is God and He is with us! Because of our rebellious 
sins, He could be called “God against us” or “God away from us” or 
“God will punish us”. But His love and mercy is too great for such 
names. He is with us in our humanity as He became one of us and now 
understands us. He is with us in our sins as He bore our sins on the 
cross and now forgives us. He is with us in our struggles as he promises 
to be with us always, until the end of the age. And He is God who is 
able to help us in all our needs. Immanuel, God is with you! 
Renew: When my oldest son was five years old, he asked, “Is God 
in the air?” After I responded affirmatively, he began flailing at the 
air, shouting with glee, “Now I am punching God!” This story raises a 
number of questions, but I want to focus on one: How can I connect to 
God? Immanuel – God is with us, but where and how? God is with us 
through His Word, the scriptures. God  speaks to us here. God is with 
us through our baptism as he washes away our sins and dwells in us. 
God is with us through the Lord’s Supper, as we receive His real pres-
ence in the bread and wine. In these three ways, we know for sure that 
Immanuel, God is with us. 

O Lord, I can say like Peter, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful person.” 
But you remained with Peter and you remain with me. As I go through 

this day and night, help me to sense your abiding presence and 
accordingly, help me to adjust my thoughts, words and deeds. In the 

name of Immanuel, Amen. 

Rev. Victor Nelson | Resurrection Lutheran Church, Cairo, NY. 



Thursday, March 5
DAY 4

LORD OF ALL 

Read: Acts 10:36-41. As for the word that he sent to Israel, preach-
ing good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), you 
yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from 
Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed:  
how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 
power. He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed 
by the devil, for God was with him. And we are witnesses of all that he 
did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to 
death by hanging him on a tree, but God raised him on the third day 
and made him to appear, not to all the people but to us who had been 
chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose 
from the dead.  
Receive: Hudson Taylor, a 19th century missionary to China, wrote, 
“Christ is either Lord of All, or is not Lord at all.” By our attitudes and 
actions, most of us say that “Jesus is not Lord at all”. Yes, He is Lord 
over the church and over the world, but He is not Lord over my mon-
ey, my secret thoughts, my ambitions, my words, etc. I am Lord over 
these places! But the Lord of All does  not abandon me in my selfish 
thoughts. He comes to me with His cross-earned forgiveness and calls 
me again to follow Him as Lord. I am reminded that He “…purchased 
and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; 
not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His 
innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under Him 
in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness,  innocence, 
and blessedness…” (Martin Luther’s Small Catechism). What a relief! I 
belong to Him, He is Lord, He is Lord of All! 
Renew: When I remember that Christ is Lord of All, I am not afraid of 
the current anti-Christian environment. It may be true that less people 
are worshipping, that our culture often praises wrong and condemns 
what is right, and that many seem not interested in faith matters. But 
Christ is Lord of All! I will witness to the sure hope of Jesus. I will sup-
port the work of my church to reach others with Jesus. I will show the 



love of Jesus to family and friends. And I can do this with a smile on my 
face and joy in my heart as Christ is Lord of All! 

Dear Lord, I confess that too often I want to be lord. Thank you for 
your grace, mercy and forgiveness. Help my heart to gladly receive 
your Lordship of all. Today, help me to live as your servant in all I 

think, say, and do. In the name of my Lord and Savior, Amen 

Rev. Victor Nelson | Resurrection Lutheran Church, Cairo, NY. 

Friday, March 6
DAY 5 

MORNING STAR 

Read: Revelation 22:16-17. “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to 
you about these things for the churches. I am the root and the descen-
dant of David, the bright morning star.” The Spirit and the Bride say, 
“Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who 
is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without 
price. 
Receive: I can’t imagine that there could be another title that was 
applied both to Jesus and to Satan, but this one, Bright Morning Star, is. 
In Isaiah 14:12-14 the term appears in slightly different forms, day star, 
morning star, apparently actually referring to Venus, appearing in the 
last hours of night time darkness before the rising of the sun. The inten-
tion of the title was to be a light leading us through the darkness into 
the bright light of day.  Associated with this title is also “light bearer” 
of Lucifer in Latin. Is that a surprise? So by name and by biblical refer-
ence in Isaiah, God’s arch enemy is associated with light and according 
to Isaiah apparently an elevated position or responsibility from which 
he fell. While Isaiah’s words are directed historically toward the King of 
Babylon, the content makes it obvious this refers to one much greater 
who, having a place of honor, forfeited it in his pursuit of becoming a 
rival to God Himself. It’s one of the better biblical hints as to what really 
went on in the courts of heaven.  My take is that even as God’s 
eternal Son, known to us in human form as Jesus, became human to be 
the second Adam, fulfiller of human responsibility where we had failed, 
so also He became Day Star, Morning Star, in fact “Bright Morning 



Star” in the Revelation reference, to fulfill what Satan’s role was intend-
ed to be before his rebellion, a role he defaulted on as he became our 
adversary and accuser according to the first chapters of Job and Zecha-
riah 3.  As Jesus stood in for us fulfilling our righteousness, accept-
ing our punishment and dying our death has He not also become, by 
replacing Satan, our Bright Morning Star dispelling darkness with both 
faith and hope? 
Renew: Jesus has become the light to guide us through the darkness 
as the morning star signals the dawn ahead. His bright existence 
signals the fulfillment of His promise, not only that He has stood up 
for us in the past, nailing our sins to the dreaded cross, but fulfilling 
the promise to be with us even to the ends of the age. That same 
assurance comforted David as he anticipated those occasions when as 
God’s lamb he’d be walking through the valley of the shadow of death, 
but never alone. (Psalm 23) It is that assurance to us in times growing 
darker for Christians in western civilization that we face the night not 
alone but with the light of Christ to lead us. We are not alone – never 
alone. He is our Bright Morning Star. 
Shine Your light behind me, Lord, that I may apologize to You for sins of 
which I’m not aware. Shine Your light upon me that I might be com-
pletely honest and true to You. Shine Your light ahead of me, Lord, to 
guide my path to You. Amen. 

Rev Bruce Rudolph | SonRise Lutheran Church, Pottersville, NY 

saTurday, March 7
DAY 6 

ALPHA & OMEGA 

Read: Revelation 22:13-14.  “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first 
and the last, the beginning and the end.”  Blessed are those who wash 
their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and that 
they may enter the city by the gates.  
Receive: March 7th is designated by many Christians as a day of 
Commemoration for two African women, Perpetua and Felicity, as well 
as their companions martyred in 202 AD for being Christians. They 
shed their blood as a testimony to the One who gave His life-blood as 
a salvific testament for all. Just in their 20s, these young converts to 



Christianity were starved, tortured, and finally killed for their faith. But 
since their robes are washed in the Lamb, in the name of the One who 
is the Alpha and the Omega, “they have the right to the tree of life.” 
They are witnesses we rightfully remember, even emulate. Their faith 
has stood the test of time.
 There are 22 letters in the Greek alphabet; alpha is the first, 
omega is the last. These alphabetic symbols serve as analogies to the 
function of Christ as the One in whom all things hold together. “Who 
can hide in secret places so that I cannot see them? says the Lord. Do I 
not fill heaven and earth? says the Lord” (Jeremiah 23:24). There is no 
place that God is not present, no unsupervised suffering in the uni-
verse, no affliction that is outside of God’s healing grace.
  As one Lutheran theologian once described it: “Christ Himself 
is the great hoop that circles the universe, the great parenthesis and 
bracket that unifies the diversity of things.”1 The righteousness of all 
those who suffer is earned by this Christ Jesus who, though he entered 
human history, transcends all time and time-zones, all borders and 
boundaries, all spaces and places, all nations and races. 
Renew: Real righteousness dares to die for the faith. Real power stirs 
up the normalcy of complacent indecency. Real hope is alien. Real 
community embraces, even dangerously, both Alpha and Omega, as 
well as those unlettered exceptions in between. Real salvation breaks in 
from the outside as a stranger. Real love centers faith on the God-man 
on the cross, enabling real faith to always love, even persecutors. “For 
peace He came and met its cost; He gave Himself to save the lost;”2 
one hymn puts it, knowing in advance the dangers and the blessings 
this earthly journey would bring, knowing the beginning and the end of 
the story, and still willingly suffering for our sake. 

Jesus, you are our Alpha and our Omega. Through trials, tough times, 
and troubles, we praise you for encircling us and those we love with 

your endless love. Amen. 

1  Arthur Carl Piepkorn, “The One Eucharist for the One World” Concordia 
Theological Monthly, XLIII:2 (February 1972): 94-108. 2  Christopher M. Idle, 
“In Silent Paint the Eternal Son” Lutheran Service Book(St Louis: Concordia, 
2006): # 432, stanza 2. 

Rev. Dr. John Arthur Nunes | President, Concordia College, Bronxville, NY 



Week 2
SUNDAY, MARCH 8

Son of  Man 
Today’s Gospel Reading: John 3:1-17 

Now there was a man of  the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a rul-
er of  the Jews. This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, 
“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no 
one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” Je-
sus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born 
again he cannot see the kingdom of  God.”  
 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he 
is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and 
be born?” Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one 
is born of  water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of  
God.  
That which is born of  the flesh is flesh, and that which is born 
of  the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must 
be born again.’ The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear 
its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it 
goes. So it is with everyone who is born of  the Spirit.” 
 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus 
answered him, “Are you the teacher of  Israel and yet you do not 
understand these things? Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of  
what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you 
do not receive our testimony. If  I have told you earthly things 
and you do not believe, how can you believe if  I tell you heavenly 
things? No one has ascended into heaven except he who descend-
ed from heaven, the Son of  Man. And as Moses lifted up the ser-
pent in the wilderness, so must the Son of  Man be lifted up, that 
whoever believes in him may have eternal life. “For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him.  



Monday, March 9
DAY 7 

SON OF MAN 

Read: Mark 2:1-12. And when he returned to Capernaum after some 
days, it was reported that he was at home. And many were gathered 
together, so that there was no more room, not even at the door. And 
he was preaching the word to them. And they came, bringing to him a 
paralytic carried by four men. And when they could not get near him 
because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him, and when they 
had made an opening, they let down the bed on which the paralytic 
lay. And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “My son, 
your sins are forgiven.”  
 Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their 
hearts, “Why does this man speak like that? He is blaspheming! Who 
can forgive sins but God alone?” And immediately Jesus, perceiv-
ing in his spirit that they thus questioned within  themselves, said to 
them, “Why do you question these things in your hearts? Which is eas-
ier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, take 
up your bed and walk’? But that you may know that the Son of Man has 
authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the paralytic—“I say to 
you, rise, pick up your bed, and go home.”  
 And he rose and immediately picked up his bed and went out 
before them all, so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, 
“We never saw anything like this!” 
Receive: Jesus stuns a crowd when he responds to their request for 
the healing of the paralytic man with “my son, your sins are forgiven.” 
The reaction from some gathered is to question Jesus’ authority to 
grant such divine grace. What were they expecting? Healing, of course. 
Does it not take divine authority to perform miraculous healing and 
make the man walk? We ask again, what are the people expecting? 
Jesus then reveals the mission of the Messiah and how this comes at 
such a great cost. Performing a miraculous healing seems to pale in 
comparison to the suffering and sacrifice that Jesus will endure to carry 
the burden of the sins of the world. Jesus then, knowing perhaps that 
humanity will struggle to recognize our truest needs, heals the man 
in an act to display his divinity. By meeting their expectations of the 



moment, Jesus knows that His atoning work on the Cross and in the 
empty tomb will far exceed any expectation we could ever imagine.  
Renew: It is simply a part of our human nature to set expectations. It’s 
a defense mechanism to help us cope with circum-stances and gives 
us a metric by which to gauge, depending on your views, success or 
failure.  The problem is that expectations create a self-fulfilling per-
spective, as if we know how and why things should be the way they are, 
leaving very little room for the kingdom of God. Jesus reveals to us that 
we are not really in any position to expect anything from God, because 
our expectations are just so limited. All Jesus asks of us is to believe 
that He is God incarnate and makes us right with God. This is the Good 
News of the Gospel: God has already done all that we need, want and 
much more. Forgiveness, life and salvation through Jesus Christ is all 
in all. This is the Son of Man doing for us that which we cannot do for 
ourselves. Praise be to God.  

Lord God, who knew our deep needs before the beginning of all 
creation, hear our prayers and may we find you patient with us as we 
struggle to see beyond our own needs. Grant us the faith to hold onto 
Jesus‘ promises. Help us we pray to set aside our expectations and live 

knowing that Your grace is sufficient for us. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen  

Rev. Justin K. Vetrano | The Life Lutheran Church of Old Westbury    

Tuesday, March 10
DAY 8 

ADAM

Read: 1 Corinthians 15:45. Thus it is written, “The first man Adam be-
came a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit.   
Receive: God’s incredible power has been at work since before Cre-
ation. When God created Adam - “the first man” - He breathed special, 
life-giving breath into him, distinguishing this new creation from every-
thing else He had made. Unfortunately, this Adam did not remain good, 
but fell into sin, and thus, sin spread to all mankind (Romans 5:12). 
The Creation needed another Adam - a new Adam who could restore 
what had been broken. Just as God gave Adam life-giving breath when 



creating him, God gave the rest of Creation life when He Himself came 
into the world - the second Adam, Jesus Christ. He breathed Himself 
into our fallen Creation, with the express purpose of bringing life back 
to us, raising us from the ashes and restoring what the first Adam had 
broken. 
Renew: The English word “Lent” is a shortened form of the Old En-
glish word “lencten,” meaning “spring season.” Often when we think 
of spring, we think of renewal - snow and ice melt away, temperatures 
rise, blossoms begin to appear on trees, birds return and sing their song 
again, and we look forward to longer days and more light. But our ob-
servance of Lent is more than just the renewal of the changing season. 
As we look forward to and celebrate what Christ, our second Adam, 
has done for us, our whole lives go through renewal. Our old self is 
drowned in the Blood of the Lamb shed for us on the Cross, and we are 
given new selves, new life, new freedom from sin, death, and the power 
of the devil. Each day when we confess our sins, God freely grants 
us His Grace by the power of Christ’s death and resurrection. May 
the Last Adam melt away the cold and ice of your sinful desires, and 
breathe into you new life, which begins now and will last for eternity. 

“Giver of every breath I breathe, Author of all eternity, Giver of every 
perfect thing, to You be the Glory!” Lord God, renew us each and every 

day with your life-giving breath, made freely available to us by your 
second Adam’s death and resurrection. May our old selves daily be 
destroyed, and may you make us new every morning, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. (Song quoted is “All Because of Jesus” by 
Casting Crowns) 

DCE Ryan Howard | St. James Lutheran Church, St. James NY 



Wednesday, March 11
DAY 9 

FAITHFUL AND TRUE 

Read: Revelation 19:11-13. Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a 
white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in 
righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are like a flame of fire, 
and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no 
one knows but himself.  He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the 
name by which he is called is The Word of God.  
Receive: The context of this passage in Revelation is of John’s vision of 
Christ who is returning as the Warrior Messiah King. He wears the vic-
tory crown symbol of divine rule. His robe is dripped in blood. Scholars 
differ on whether the blood is that of the defeated enemy, or the blood 
of Christ’s atoning sacrifice. He is called Faithful and True. 
Renew: Heaven opens and Jesus appears, not as the Lamb who takes 
away our sin, but as the Conqueror and King who executes judgment. 
The names “Faithful and True” combine two characteristics of the Sav-
ior King’s complete fulfillment of His promises and trustworthiness.  
An expert in probability once calculated the following: If you marked 
one silver dollar and covered the entire state of Texas one foot high 
with silver dollars, what are the chances of finding the marked one? 
It would be the same as the fulfillment of all of God’s promises. As 
inconceivable as finding the one coin may sound, God’s faithfulness is 
infinitely beyond human understanding. 
 During this Lenten season we are comforted with the truth of His 
faithfulness. He shed His blood as the cleansing for our transgressions. 
Jesus said that He would give His life for us, the sinners, and He did. 
His faithfulness brings the victory of salvation to our lives. We are com-
forted with this truth not only on the “last day” but each and every day. 

Dear Savior and King, We humbly bow before You as the one Lord 
who died so that we would receive Your forgiveness. You are Faithful 
and True as You fulfill Your promises of love and mercy. May we live 
with the knowledge and comfort that You abide in us and will never 

leave nor forsake us. In the Name of our God, who is Faithful and True. 
Amen. 

Rev. David Wackenhuth | 4th Vice President, Atlantic District 



Thursday, March 12
DAY 10 

MEDIATOR 

Read: 1 Timothy 2:3-6. This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of 
God our Savior, who desires all people to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and there is one mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a 
ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time.  
Receive: Mediator…a “go-between”…someone who will listen…not 
partial…intercessor…Jesus.
 Timothy tells us: “For there is one God, and there is one Mediator 
between God and man, the man Christ Jesus.” One person who can 
interact between our Heavenly Father and us. One person who can take 
our confused thoughts and understand them. One person who can see 
our mixed-up lives and bring order and peace. And the only person 
who can physically take all the hurt and agony of our sins to the wood-
en cross so that our Father no longer sees us as sinful human beings, 
but as loved and beloved sons and daughters who belong to Him. We 
never have to be concerned if God understands what we pray. Jesus, 
our Mediator, has already taken care of it. 
Renew: Many, many times in my teaching days at St. John’s Lutheran 
School in College Point, NY, the students would get into a tussle of 
some sort. One would come to me crying, “Mrs. Albrechtsen, Freddy 
did…” and whatever Freddy did caused a division between the two. I 
would take the two out of the room and begin the ‘mediation’. Freddy 
told his side, Billy told his side…and always, both boys did something 
wrong, no matter who started it. I would ask Billy to forgive Freddy, 
then Freddy to forgive Billy. Then I would tell them that since forgive-
ness has been asked for and given, it was all over. They could not go 
back to class and tell anyone what had happened; just like that it was 
all settled.
  Jesus is our Mediator. Our prayers have been heard. Our sins are 
forgiven. It’s all settled. The Prince of Peace lives in our hearts and lives. 

Precious Jesus, how can I say thank you for being my Mediator; the 
Mediator between You and Your Father. Now I can live in joy and 

peace because You tell me in Psalm 103.12: “As far as the east is from 
the west, so far does He remove our transgressions from us.” If You’re 



not going to recall my wrong ways, why should I? But help me to learn 
from them and change them, to Your glory. Amen 

Deacon Pearl Albrechtsen | Trinity Lutheran Church, Schenectady, NY 

Friday, March 13
DAY 11 

PRINCE OF PEACE 

Read: Isaiah 9:6.  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;  and 
the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. 
Receive: What is in a name? Obviously, naming a person and the 
name of a person is very important in everyone’s life. It identifies her/
him who she/he is. It is something to be celebrated of a person. In 
many cultures, naming of a person has interesting anecdotal back-
ground to it. Long back, when I was a school-teacher, a student’s name 
was “Enough Girls”!  She was the eighth girl child to her parents!!  An-
cestors of most of our African American sisters and brothers were 
uprooted, removed of their real name and identity when they were 
brought through horrific slave trade practices. Sadly, even to this day, 
many of them who try to connect back to their roots could not be 
able to find them.   The Child mentioned in this oracle of Isaiah 9:6 
is the one prophesied in Isaiah 7:14. (“Therefore the Lord himself will 
give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 
shall call his name Immanuel”).  This Child had several names.  Here the 
names are “ Wonderful Counselor”, “Mighty God”, “Everlasting Father”, 
“Prince of Peace”.  By the way, it is not at all uncommon for a person’s 
name to be a sentence.  
 Jesus is the culmination of peace. Whenever we hear the Aaronic 
blessing from Number 7:24-26 ( “The Lord bless you and keep you, the 
Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you, the Lord 
lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace) we sometime 
take that benediction for granted or as a mere  liturgical ritual. This 
blessing is encapsulated of what the Prince of Peace means to you and 
me.  It is very much being reminded to us that the face of the “Prince of 
Peace” – the Human and Divine One is shining upon us! Interestingly, 



during the transfiguration of our Lord, Jesus’ face was shining (Matt 
17:1-7). He was shouldering the responsibility of time and space of 
celestial and earthly government while having conversation with the 
disciples (Peter, James and John) and with those (Moses and Elijah) 
who were long gone. This is a great picture to see the  Prince of Peace 
becoming an eternal ladder between heaven and earth.  Prince of Peace 
- is real, present God who comes to us in the mystery of the Word and 
Sacrament. He makes His face shine on us through the Means of Grace! 
Prince of Peace passes all human understanding and continue to prevail 
in us in the midst of our human short comings, transgressions and 
everyday challenges of our own human wrestling between belief and 
unbelief.  
Renew: As we focus on the Names of Jesus during this Lenten journey, 
let the name “ Prince of Peace” rule our hearts and minds every day. 
Most importantly, during the times of walking through the valleys and 
mountains of everyday life struggles.  Peace is a spiritual discipline. 
Luther comments, “Forgiveness of sins is justification and peace fol-
lows justification”. As a sacramental Christian, let us remember to ask 
God in the words of Francis of Assisi, “ Lord, make me an instrument of 
Your peace”.  

Prince of Peace, help us to hear your voice in the midst of so many 
confusing noises of this world. Prince of Peace, help us to be watchful 

of many religious and political leaders of our times who claim to 
have answer for peace. Prince of Peace, help us to be humble to 
have childlike faith in trusting your promises given to us in our 

baptism. Prince of Peace, constantly remind us to pray for “world’s 
peace”. Prince of Peace, we beg you to help us making small baby 
steps to honestly love and pray for our neighbors, our enemies, our 

persecutors, people of other religious preferences, or irreligious 
preferences, people who look different from us, people who are less 

privileged economically, people who are affluent and people who are 
sidelined due to their immigration status....



...Prince of Peace, during this Lenten journey  help us to honestly 
ask forgiveness for the sins of LCMS, our ecclesiastical faith 

community, and the way most of the time we superficiality relate 
to other Christians, people of other faith, our way of selfish political 

divisiveness, our sinful way of using our theological and political 
leanings pushed into the minds of our innocent people and corrupting 

their childlike faith.... Lord Have Mercy... Christ Have Mercy... Lord 
Have Mercy upon us. Amen.  

Rev. Dr. Johnson Rethinasamy |  Immanuel Whitestone  
Mission Executive Atlantic District - LCMS 

saTurday, March 14
DAY 12

PROPHET 

Read: Acts 3:18-23.  But what God foretold by the mouth of all the 
prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled. Repent there-
fore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out, that times of 
refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may 
send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, whom heaven must receive 
until the time for restoring all the things about which God spoke by the 
mouth of his holy prophets long ago. Moses said, ‘The Lord God will 
raise up for you a prophet like me from your brothers. You shall listen 
to him in whatever he tells you. And it shall be that every soul who does 
not listen to that prophet shall be destroyed from the people.’
Receive: A prophet is one who speaks on behalf of God.  Christ was 
foretold by all the prophets who went before him. He speaks to us the 
words of the Father, while also being fully God himself. This is the mys-
tery of the Holy Trinity. It was necessary and required that God’s Word 
must be fulfilled (God always keeps His Word). Notice: “Christ would 
suffer” and ”heaven must receive.”  Jesus is the fulfillment of every 
promise of God for salvation. 
Renew: The other powerful word in this reading is “therefore.” With 
all the above being true, our sins being forgiven, the price having been 
paid, there is a call for God’s people. “Repent and turn again.” Turn-
ing away from our sinful ways, God blots them out and refreshes our 
souls. “You shall listen to him.” We willingly and joyfully seek to take 



His Word into our hearts and minds and live it in our words and deeds. 
How are you being intentional about listening to God? What grace and 
forgiveness is that Word proclaiming to you? What call to action is His 
Word speaking to you? 

God of the prophets, You foretold that Christ would suffer, and You 
fulfilled that Word in the life of Jesus. Open our minds and our souls 
to listen to Your Word, that being saved from destruction, we would 

eagerly listen to whatever You tell us and be refreshed by Your 
presence. In Jesus’ name. Amen 

Rev. Mark Mueller | Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Delmar  



Week 3
SUNDAY, MARCH 15

 

Messiah 
Today’s Gospel Reading: John 4:5-26 

So he came to a town of  Samaria called Sychar, near the field 
that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there; 
so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside 
the well. It was about the sixth hour. There came a woman of  
Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” (For 
his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.)  
 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a 
Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of  Samaria?” (For Jews 
have no dealings with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If  you 
knew the gift of  God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give 
me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given 
you living water.”  
 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw 
water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living 
water?  
Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and 
drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” Jesus said 
to her, “Everyone who drinks of  this water will be thirsty again,  
but whoever drinks of  the water that I will give him will never be 
thirsty forever. The water that I will give him will become in him 
a spring of  water welling up to eternal life.”  
 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I 
will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.” Jesus said 
to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” The woman 
answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are 
right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; for you have had five hus-
bands, and the one you now have is not your husband. What 
you have said is true.” The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive 
that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, 



but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to 
worship.”  
 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming 
when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship 
the Father. You worship what you do not know; we worship what 
we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is com-
ing, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people 
to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must 
worship in spirit and truth.”  
 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he 
who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.”  
Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.” 

Monday, March 16
DAY 13 

MESSIAH 

Read: John 1:40-42.  One of the two who heard John speak and fol-
lowed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his own 
brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which 
means Christ). He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and 
said, “So you are Simon the son of John? You shall be called Cephas” 
(which means Peter). 
Receive: “What’s in a name? That which we call a rose by any other 
name would smell as sweet.” Romeo and Juliet (II, ii, 1-2)  Yet, 
unfortunately, because of their names, Romeo and Juliet are doomed 
from the start as members of two warring families. Names do indicate 
who we are.  Messiah (Hebrew) and Christ (Aramaic) both mean 
“The Anointed One.” The Spirit has descended on Jesus in His baptism. 
(John 1:32-33) Jesus fully possesses the Spirit and is the One who will 
baptize with the Spirit. Jesus would also be anointed by Mary (the sis-
ter of Martha) before his death. (John 12:1-8) John notes that the room 
was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.  There is a beauty to 
the name Messiah, because there is a beauty in the person and work of 
Jesus. He is “The Anointed One.” It is His identity. He would bring the 
beautiful aroma of salvation and life, filling Andrew, Simon Peter, and all 
who believe on His name.  “How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 



in a believer’s ear! It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds, and drives 
away our fear.” (LSB 524:1) 
Renew: Peter would later proclaim to the crowd at Pentecost, “Repent 
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ, and you 
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38) You also have been 
anointed with the Holy Spirit through your baptism into The Anointed 
One, Jesus. How does the fragrance of Christ fill your life? How does 
your new identity affect how you think about yourself? How does it 
affect how you act? 

3  Dear name! The rock on which I build, 
My shield and hiding place; 

My never-failing treasury filled 
With boundless stores of grace. 

4  O Jesus, Shepherd, Guardian, Friend, 
My Prophet, Priest, and King,  

My Lord, my Life, my Way, my End,  
Accept the praise I bring. 

Rev. Mark Mueller | Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Delmar, NY 

Tuesday, March 17
DAY 14 

HOLY ONE 

Read: Luke 1:34-35 NIV. “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, 
“since I am a virgin?” The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the 
holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.  
Receive: “Set apart for God’s special purpose,” the Holy One con-
ceived by the Holy Spirit in the womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary was 
the Son of God who is like us in every way except for sin. Although set 
apart, the Holy One chooses to become flesh like us in order to redeem 
us through His death on the cross and His glorious resurrection. His 
special purpose was to bear our sin and to be our Savior. Jesus Christ 
is the Holy One who was born to die so that we, who in our sin chose 
death through self-centeredness, might be born again in Him through 
the waters of Holy Baptism. Eating His holy Body and drinking His holy 



Blood, we who were unholy in our sin receive forgiveness, life, and 
salvation as we carry in our own flesh the Holy One—God-made-flesh. 
Exclusively holy, the Holy One makes His dwelling among us, sanctify-
ing the Church by setting us apart to be a holy community incarnating 
love, forgiveness, grace, and service in the world. 
Renew: In the Gloria in excelsis hymn of praise in the Liturgy, we sing, 
“for You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, You alone are 
the Most High, Jesus Christ….” Acknowledging Jesus Christ in this way 
helps us renounce relying on ourselves for salvation and peace. Self-re-
liance is something to give up not only during the season of Lent but 
always. There is one Holy One who has come to save us. As He has, He 
calls us during this season of repentance and renewal to reorient our 
lives with Christ’s sacrificing, ever-serving presence at the center of all 
we are and do. How are we at bashing the idols of our own self- cen-
teredness? How may we acknowledge Jesus as the Holy One who was 
born to save us? How may we embrace our baptismal and eucharistic 
identity of being made holy in Christ by being present in, with, and for 
the world? 
On this St. Patrick’s Day, a prayer attributed to him directs us to the 
Holy One: 

 May the strength of God pilot us. May the power of God preserve 
us. May the wisdom of God instruct us. May the hand of God protect 
us. May the way of God direct us. May the shield of God defend us. 
May the host of God guard us against the snares of the evil ones, 

against temptations of the world. May Christ be with us! May 
Christ be before us! May Christ be in us, Christ be over all! May Thy 

salvation, Lord, always be ours, this day, O Lord, and evermore. Amen. 

Rev. Dr. Dien Ashley Taylor | Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church, The Bronx, NY 
First Vice-President, LCMS Atlantic District 

Wednesday, March 18
DAY 15  

CHRIST OF GOD 

Read: Luke 9:18-20.  Now it happened that as he was praying alone, 
the disciples were with him. And he asked them, “Who do the crowds 



say that I am?” And they answered, “John the Baptist. But others say, 
Elijah, and others, that one of the prophets of old has risen.” Then he 
said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” And Peter answered, 
“The Christ of God.” 
Receive: St. Peter acclaims Jesus as “The Christ of God’. The title 
“Christ” (Christos) is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew word “Mes-
siah”. This means Anointed One. The Messiah is the promised and 
long-expected Saviour promised by God.  (Interestingly, the week I 
write this there are ads for a new television show called “Messiah”.) In 
the time of Jesus, most people saw the Messiah as a political/military 
figure—as the Son of David, he would expel the Romans from the Holy 
Land and restore the Kingdom of Israel with all its power and prestige. 
Jesus turned out to be a different kind of Messiah—instead of carry-
ing out a successful military campaign, He surrendered Himself to the 
apparent failure of the cross. But far from being a failure, the cross was 
His great triumph—He overcame sin and death and the power of the 
Devil. Since Messiah means anointed one, it suggests three Old Tes-
tament figures who were anointed with oil: priests, kings and proph-
ets. Jesus the Christ is the ultimate priest—He offers a sacrifice that 
takes away the sin of the world—and the sacrifice is Himself. He is the 
ultimate prophet, since He speaks not only for God but as God. And He 
is the ultimate king, because He rules not just a geographic area, but 
rather reigns over heaven and earth. 
Renew: Think about how we judge success and failure in our culture. 
Connect this with the expectation that the Christ/Messiah would be a 
commanding military figure who restored Israel to political power—and 
with the fact that Jesus came as a very different Messiah, one who 
embraces suffering and death. How does this speak to our sense of 
success and failure? Think also of how blessed Martin Luther says that 
we are “little Christs”—that we are anointed in our baptism to show 
sacrificial love to those around us. What are some ways we can carry 
out that mission? 

Holy and blessed Lord, you sent Your Son and anointed Him with 
the Holy Spirit to be the Messiah. As Priest, He offered the perfect 

sacrifice for our sin; as Prophet, He brings your truth into our lives; as 
King, He rules lovingly over His people. Help us to show forth His love 



and compassion to those around us, to be “little Christs” to all. In His 
precious Name. Amen. 

Rev. David Anglin | St. Paul’s, Amityville, NY 

Thursday, March 19
DAY 16 

ROCK 

Read: 1 Corinthians 10:1-4.  I want you to know, brothers, that our 
fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, and 
all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate 
the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they 
drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was 
Christ.  
Receive: A Jewish tradition says that God gave the Israelites a rock 
that accompanied them in the wilderness and provided water. If that 
tradition is true, the stubbornness of Israel’s unbelief is revealed even 
more. Either way, we know that God made water flow from a rock on a 
couple of occasions (Exodus 17:1-7; Numbers 20:10-13).
  Jesus, who is the same yesterday, today, and forever (Hebrews 
13:8), is rock-solid in both His character and provision. He was faithful 
to His people even when they were faithless. They needed water, and 
God supplied that need through the Rock, and that Rock was Christ. 
Jesus was there in the wilderness!  That same Rock is now with 
us, His people, the Church, who walk in the wilderness of earthly life, 
awaiting the day we are led by Him into the Promised Land of a new 
creation. Jesus is here in this wilderness too! He is faithful to us even 
when we are faithless. He gives us the provisions of baptism, and of 
true spiritual food and true spiritual drink—His body and blood. 
Renew: Augustus Toplady names Jesus as the “Rock” in the beloved 
hymn, “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me.” The Rock was cleft in the wilder-
ness to provide water for His people, just as Jesus was pierced for us, 
and from His side poured out water and blood. The provisions of His 
sacrifice—the water in baptism, the blood of His Supper—cleanse us 
from sin’s guilt and power (LSB 761:1), even powerful, stubborn unbe-
lief. Left to our own devices and strength, we will be no more faithful 
than the Israelites. Jesus must save, and Jesus alone (LSB 761:2). He is 
our Rock in whom we take refuge (Psalm 18:2). And so, hidden in the 



cleft Rock by faith, may God protect us from stubborn unbelief in this 
wilderness. 

Nothing in my hand I bring; 
Simply to Thy cross I cling. 

Naked, come to Thee for dress; 
Helpless look to Thee for grace; 

Foul, I to the fountain fly; 
Wash me, Savior, or I die. 

While I draw this fleeting breath, 
When mine eyelids close in death, 
When I soar to worlds unknown, 

See Thee on Thy judgment throne, 
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 

Let me hide myself in Thee. 
(LSB 761:3-4) 

Rev. Jake Allstaedt | St. John’s Lutheran Church, Williston Park, NY 

Friday, March 20
DAY 17 

SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 

Read: Malachi 4:1-2.   “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an 
oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The day 
that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the  Lord of hosts, so that it 
will leave them neither root nor branch. But for you who fear my name, 
the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall 
go out leaping like calves from the stall.  
Receive: I have always thought that God’s name was “Son of Righ-
teousness”, not “Sun”. They are not quite the same, are they? While 
the sOn is a powerful connection, the sUn is a powerful force! I did 
some research. “At any moment, the sun emits about 3.86 x 1026 watts 
of energy.” (Egelstaff) Now, I have long since forgotten what a watt is, 
but I do know that anything times 10 to the 26th is a BIG number! That 
energy not only brings light to the earth, it can also burn skin, scorch 
the land, and disorient man and beast in the deepest desert. But the 



word of the Lord to Malachi reminds us that the Sun of Righteousness 
comes not to destroy. No, he comes in mercy to an already scorched 
land to restore it to health. And, when God heals, he heals in total. Egel-
staff, Julian. Solar Powered in Toronto. 2019. 16 November 2019. 
Renew: As I write this, I am preparing to attend the funeral of a good 
family friend. I saw her last almost 3 years ago. Even then, her cancer 
had left her as “stubble” compared to how I remember her from my 
youth. But now, she is “leaping like calves from the stall.” 
 Sometimes when we pray for healing, God blesses us with re-
newed strength in body. At other times, God provides things we did not 
necessarily ask for, yet are beneficial regardless. He might change our 
hearts to see from a different perspective, or send others to encour-
age, uplift or provide for our needs. We also await the ultimate healing 
promised “for you who fear my name”! Despite the sadness and pain 
involved, a Christian funeral is a wonderful reminder of the powerful 
Sun that pierced through the darkness of sin and death, “that we may 
have life, and have it to the full!” (John 10:10) 
Lord, Thank you for your promise to bring healing. In my times of trou-
ble and pain, both large and small, grant me peace to recognize your 
healing hand and guiding force. In your loving mercy, Amen. 

Katherine Witto | Martin Luther School, Maspeth, NY

saTurday, March 21
DAY 18 

CORNERSTONE 

Read: Matthew 21:42-43.  Jesus said to them, “Have you never read 
in the Scriptures: “‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 
Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you 
and given to a people producing its fruits.  
Receive: An essential element of any foundation is the corner-stone.  
Sometimes it is adorned so that it is set apart from the rest of the foun-
dation, bearing the name of an organization, the date of the founding, 
the date that the stone was laid ceremonially and other information.  
Sometimes, the “chief stone” can be the stone that binds the sides of 
a building together. Christ is the Corner- stone on which His Church is 



built. Through His death on the cross, the cornerstone has been cov-
ered not only with our sin and the rejecting ridicule of His Passion but 
with His precious and saving blood.  It is His Name that is on that stone 
as Jesus, who died for us and rose from the dead, remains the very 
foundation of our faith and life. By the grace of the Holy Spirit, we are 
brought back to Christ our Cornerstone in the Holy Word and through 
the Blessed Sacraments as the gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation He 
purchased for us are given to us in love.  
Renew: During this season of Lent, the temptation to make other 
things our cornerstone can become intense.  It can be easy even to 
make our Lenten disciplines into our cornerstone. Yet, our Lord calls us 
to embrace fasting, prayer, and almsgiving as they direct us to Christ 
our Cornerstone who comes to us in Word and Sacraments.  Our world 
is full of idols; Lent offers us a chance to reject all idols and to redirect 
our focus towards that on which everything else is built and the One 
who holds everything else together--Jesus our Cornerstone. 
Jesus our Rock of Ages, You were rejected but You have become the 
Cornerstone.  Remain the foundation of our lives and direct us to You so 
that we may live knowing that You provide solid footing and salvation 
to us amidst all the challenges of our lives, for You reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Deaconess Raquel A. Rojas | Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church,The Bronx, New York 



Week 4
SUNDAY, MARCH 22

 

Light of  the World 
Today’s Gospel Reading: John 9:1-41 

As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. And his disci-
ples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, 
that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “It was not that this 
man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of  God might be 
displayed in him. We must work the works of  him who sent me 
while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. As long as 
I am in the world, I am the light of  the world.”  Having 
said these things, he spat on the ground and made mud with the 
saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud  
and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of  Siloam” (which means 
Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing. The 
neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were 
saying, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some said, 
“It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, 
“I am the man.” So they said to him, “Then how were your eyes 
opened?”  He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and 
anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So 
I went and washed and received my sight.” They said to him, 
“Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 

 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly 
been blind. Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud 
and opened his eyes. So the Pharisees again asked him how he 
had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my 
eyes, and I washed, and I see.” Some of  the Pharisees said, “This 
man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But 
others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And 
there was a division among them. So they said again to the blind 
man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your 
eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.”   The Jews did not believe 



that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they 
called the parents of  the man who had received his sight and 
asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How 
then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that 
this is our son and that he was born blind. But how he now sees 
we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; 
he is of  age. He will speak for himself.”  
(His parents said these things because they feared the Jews, for 
the Jews had already agreed that if  anyone should confess Jesus 
to be Christ, he was to be put out of  the synagogue.) Therefore 
his parents said, “He is of  age; ask him.” 

 So for the second time they called the man who had been 
blind and said to him, “Give glory to God. We know that this 
man is a sinner.” He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do 
not know. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now 
I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he 
open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, 
and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do 
you also want to become his disciples?” And they reviled him, 
saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of  Moses. We 
know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we 
do not know where he comes from.”   The man answered, 
“Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where he comes 
from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not 
listen to sinners, but if  anyone is a worshiper of  God and does his 
will, God listens to him. Never since the world began has it been 
heard that anyone opened the eyes of  a man born blind. If  this 
man were not from God, he could do nothing.” They answered 
him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And 
they cast him out. 

 Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found 
him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of  Man?” He an-
swered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” Jesus 
said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to 
you.” He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. Jesus 
said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not 
see may see, and those who see may become blind.”   Some of  
the Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to him, “Are 



we also blind?” Jesus said to them, “If  you were blind, you would 
have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains. 

Monday, March 23
DAY 19 

LIGHT OF THE WORLD 

Read: John 8:12. Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of 
the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have 
the light of life.”  
Receive: Darkness: the absence of light, can be an overwhelming 
thing. Darkness causes fear and can cause one to become lost. When 
we talk about times in life when we feel alone or with-out hope we 
describe them as the DARK times of life. Jesus has something to say 
about darkness. “I AM”. . . In these simple words He identifies Himself 
with the personal name of God. This is the same name that God shared 
with Moses at the burning bush. Jesus continues with “the Light of the 
World.” He promises us light, His presence. The light, Jesus, will be 
with us always so that we will never walk in darkness. This is the ful-
fillment of the prophecy from Isaiah (9:2, 60:1). This light shines in the 
darkness of our lives and brings life to us (John 1:4-5). Darkness is part 
of our lives. We see it in our sin and our mistakes. Jesus doesn’t shy 
away from us, but embraces us directly with the light of life, so that we 
no longer need to walk in that darkness. His light causes the darkness 
to dissipate and brings us light. 
Renew: The Light of the World has come to you. There is darkness in 
the world, but there is also light of life. The light is always stronger than 
the darkness. We are children of light. The LIGHT is in each and every 
one of us. I can share the light of Jesus in my words and actions. It is 
that light that scatters the darkness of people’s lives and makes this 
world a better place. It is this light that brings hope. 

Jesus, Light of the World, There are times when it seems the darkness 
of life is overwhelming. Thank you for bringing your light into my life. 
Help me to live in the light of your love and to radiate your light in my 

life. In the name of Jesus, the Light of the World. Amen 

Rev. Derek Lecakes | Bishop, Atlantic District 



Tuesday, March 24
DAY 20 

BREAD OF LIFE 

Read: John 6:35. Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever 
comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never 
thirst.  
Receive: When Jesus tells us that He is the Bread of Life, He has just 
completed His fourth sign—pointing to Him as Messiah and Lord—in 
the feeding of the five thousand. This sign is fresh in the minds of His 
hearers. They were quick to make the connection with manna, the 
bread from heaven that the Lord provided for them in the wilderness. 
Jesus shows us that even the manna that the Lord gave to His children 
was a type—a form of prophecy that was given to them in this original 
bread from heaven. Manna finds its fulfillment in Jesus Christ, where 
the Father gives His “true bread from heaven” (John 6:32). “For the 
bread of God is the One who comes down from heaven and gives life 
to the world.” Their response, not unlike the response of the Woman 
at the Well, was “Sir, give us this bread always.” We then come to our 
verse, where Jesus puts it plainly: I am the bread of life. He fills hunger 
much deeper and broader than our physical desiring of food. He feeds 
our soul with His forgiveness, life and salvation. He does so with His 
own hunger as He starves for you in the Temptation in the Wilderness. 
He does so with His unquenchable thirst from the Cross, “I thirst” (a 
form of the same Greek word that He uses here). He now comes to 
us in the font where faith has been given to us. We return to it each 
day through Confession. His righteousness comes to us through the 
Word of God where He fills us and covers us with His own holiness. He 
comes to us in bread and wine to feed us with His very body that we 
might live forever. The True Bread descends from Heaven in His pre-
cious blood that quenches all of our sin as we gather at pulpit and altar 
each Lord’s Day. 
Renew: The crowds, who had their fill on the mountain, now want 
more. “Sir, give us this bread.” The beautiful thing is that Jesus does just 
that. He gives them the true bread from Heaven, Himself. You know 
where you can find it: At the Font. At the Pulpit. At the Altar. Physically 
present with faith in the One who feeds us with Himself. One wise pas-
tor came up with a slogan that he printed on the back of every bulletin 
each Sunday: “All of the Lord’s Children at the Lord’s Table each and 



every Lord’s Day.” The best way to receive this bread is to be “at the 
Mountain” with Jesus- in His glorious presence in Church each Lord’s 
Day, and during Lent, each and every midweek service (if you don’t 
have them strongly suggest to your pastor to reconsider! They are so 
vitally necessary at this holy time of year!). The struggles of daily life 
make you hungry for a lot more than food. Don’t let your soul starve. 
There is only one place where you can be truly fed from this Bread from 
Heaven: “All of the Lord’s Children at the Lord’s Table each and every 
Lord’s Day”. 

Lord Jesus, the Bread of Life, broken by my sins on the Cross, feed me 
now with the Bread of Life as You come to me in Your Holy Word and 
Sacraments. Strengthen me in my Lenten disciplines as Good Friday’s 
Cross draws near. Fill me with Your Holy Spirit that I may believe in 

You and receive You as the True Bread from Heaven given for me and 
to me that I may never hunger or thirst for You again. Amen. 

Rev. John Fleischmann | Christ, East Moriches, NY 

Wednesday, March 25
DAY 21 

THE DOOR 

Read: John 10:9-10.  “I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be 
saved and will go in and out and find pasture. The thief comes only to 
steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it 
abundantly.”  
Receive: Currently, a lot of people seem to want to find their own 
paths to salvation, and they encourage others to speak their own au-
thentic truth. They also often insist that there are many paths to God. 
The exclusivity of Jesus being the only way to salvation is abhorrent to 
them. As Christians we know that Christ is the Way, the Truth and the 
Life. He alone provides access to heavenly blessings. Jesus also delivers 
protection from the enemy who comes to steal, kill and destroy. Relin-
quishing all control to the door protects us from the thief who seeks to 
control the other entrances we have into the essence of our existence. 
Christ offers protection for those subtle doors within us from which we 
often do not think we need protection. I’m speaking specifically about 



the doors to our hearts and minds which frequently govern how we act 
and react in the world. Thus, we need to be aware of what enters into 
them. 
Renew: What better way of destruction can the enemy use than to 
make us think that we are the ones who determine our own path to 
salvation and that our superior intellect will preserve us from harm and 
danger? Having life more abundantly happens when we allow Christ 
to be the door and fortification over every aspect of our lives including 
our hearts and minds. “For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, 
adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander.” (Matthew 
15:19 ESV) Proverbs 23:7 warns that as one thinks in one’s heart, those 
thoughts mold what that person is or becomes. My mother and grand-
mother used to admonish me to “Watch what you think; watch what 
you say.” I’m sure they wanted me to adhere to Psalm 141:3: “Set a 
guard, O LORD, over my mouth; keep watch over the door of my lips!” 
On a daily basis and from various sources we are bombarded with mes-
sages that can influence us for ill rather than drawing us closer to the 
door. God’s Word and Sacraments sustain and  empower our Christian 
lives and assure our forgiveness of sin, grace and eternal life. We can 
rejoice that Jesus came to be the door and the provider of abundant 
life. 

Dear Jesus, thank you for being the door to salvation that You won for 
us through Your sacrifice on our behalf. Teach us to be more aware 
of what enters our hearts and minds so that we can demonstrate 

through our thoughts, words and deeds Your love for others. Continue 
your divine direction and protection of all doors in our lives, guiding 
our thoughts and actions so that we can be Your witnesses in the 

world. We ask all in Your most precious Name, Amen. 

Dr. LuJuana R. Butts | Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church, The Bronx, NY 

Thursday, March 26
DAY 22 

GOOD SHEPHERD 

Read: John 10:11-14.  “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays 
down his life for the sheep. He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, 



who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the 
sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. He 
flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. I am 
the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me,…”  
Receive: When you think of a shepherd, what image comes into your 
mind? Probably someone who is dirty, smelly, and a little ragged from 
long stretches of living “out in the elements” among dirty, smelly sheep 
to protect them from danger and provide for their needs. It’s a hands 
on job, and it’s a messy one. That isn’t usually the image we have of 
Jesus, but it’s one He takes upon Himself! Because of the deep, un-
shakable, never ending love He had for you, Jesus was willing to lay 
aside His glory, His throne, even His very life, come among the sheep, 
and get messy. He was (and still is!) willing to walk with you through 
the wildernesses of your life, and no amount of dirt will deter Him from 
doing what shepherds do: protecting you from danger and providing for 
your needs—giving you “everything you need to support this body and 
life” as Martin Luther says in his explanation to the First Article of the 
Apostles’ Creed. If you have it available, consider taking a moment to 
read those words and be reminded of all the gifts God promises to give 
you. 
Renew: The hymn “Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us” starts with these 
words: “much we need Thy tender care.” Many of us have trouble 
thinking of ourselves as needing (or getting) care. Maybe you’re a 
caregiver yourself, for children or aging parents; or you lead others in a 
group or organization. Maybe you’re a shepherd in a spiritual context, 
or you’re part of another “helping profession.” For one reason or anoth-
er, by the time we reach adulthood most of us assume—consciously 
or not—that our job is to give care, not to receive it. As you shepherd 
those God has put under your care, know that there is one caring for 
you too: Jesus, your Good Shepherd! You don’t have to do this alone 
(and the reality is none of us can). It’s okay—good even—to receive His 
gift of care. 

Heavenly Father, thank you for sending your Son to shepherd your 
people. Empower me today not only to care for those you have given 
me, but also to see and receive opportunities to be cared for as well. 

Rev. Jason Taber | St. John the Evangelist, Brooklyn  



Friday, March 27
DAY 23 

TRUE VINE 

Read: John 15:1-5.  “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedress-
er. Every branch of mine that does not bear fruit he takes away, and 
every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more 
fruit. Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to 
you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I 
am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, 
he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.” 
Receive: This incredible image from the Palestinian hills is a vision of 
our baptized lives in Christ. We’re not cut off. We’re not useless. We’re 
not without purpose. We are instead branches of the True Vine, car-
rying in our veins, our bones, our brains and our very souls the eternal 
life-source who powers us through every day. Whether it’s a personal 
time of drought or sunshine, rain or bright skies, we as individuals are 
connected directly to Jesus – indeed nothing can separate us from that 
divine grace-given union. That realization takes us from the demands of 
the law into this truth – eternal life is gift. Eternal life begins now. Eter-
nal life and hope course through the Vine to its branches. As we abide 
on the Vine, we are those branches. 
Renew: Once or twice a year we sing a chorus of praise at St. Peter’s 
titled “He’s a peach of a Savior.” The refrain goes “Glory, glory, we’re 
the branches!” Because it’s a motion song, we have the entire congre-
gation get into cardio exercise mode. If they can get through singing 
the refrain twice without huffing and puffing, they’re in good shape. The 
beauty of the image of Vine and Branches is that there IS NO huffing 
and puffing for us. Each of us, in our own way, carries the strong life 
of Christ in order to bear fruit. Simply abiding in Christ is the way fruit 
appears on the branch. So the act of daily, richly refreshing our lives 
on the Vine makes us vessels, leaves, living branches bringing unique 
acts of love to our homes, families, and the streets where we live. And 
“much fruit” comes forth from each of us. Glory, glory – we’re the 
branches!

Lord, keep us steadfast in your Word and grace so that we may abide 
in Christ, the True Vine. May His love course through our hearts 



in such a way that the world may know His power to bring eternal 
peace, joy and hope. Make it plain in our inmost being that we are 

alive, forever, in Christ. In His Holy Name. Amen. 

Rev. Dr. David H. Benke | St. Peters, Brooklyn 

saTurday, March 28
DAY 24 

I AM 

Read:  John 8:56-59.  [Jesus said] “Your father Abraham rejoiced that 
he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.” So the Jews said to him, 
“You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?” Jesus 
said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” So 
they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went 
out of the temple. 
Receive: You may be wondering – what’s the big deal? What did Jesus 
say that was so offensive? Why did they try to kill Him? The answer to 
these questions is found in verse 58, as Jesus says – “before Abraham 
was, I am.” If we look at the historical context, we can better under-
stand why “I Am” is indeed a big deal. “I AM” (or “Yahweh” in Hebrew) 
is a significant name found throughout Scripture. In fact, it is the most 
frequently used name for God in the Old Testament – appearing over 
5,000 times. When Moses asked God about His name at the burning 
bush, God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And He said, “Say this to 
the people of Israel, I AM has sent me to you.” (Exodus 3:14-15). Being 
the name that God had revealed to Moses, “I AM” was how He would 
be known to His people. This name became spiritually significant and 
sacred. So sacred in fact, that it was rarely uttered aloud. It was holy, 
encompassing not only how God ought be addressed, but also de-
scribing who God was – unique, entire, and eternal. God “Was”, just as 
He said He was. Renew: “I AM” was a revered title, reserved for God 
and God alone. Yet, in the New Testament we see Jesus say it quite 
frequently. Why? Because that’s who He is. “I AM” was, is, and forever 
shall be Jesus. When Jesus said “I am” in our reading, He was really 
saying “I Am God”. This angered the people because they deemed 
it blasphemy; they did not believe. However, for those who believe 
that Jesus is Lord, this name brings great peace. In Jesus, you have a 



personal God that knows you by name and desires you to call upon 
Him by name. The once unspeakable, unapproachable presence of the 
almighty “I AM” has revealed Himself to you in Jesus Christ.  You are 
known to “I AM”. You are loved by “I AM”. You are forgiven in “I AM”. 
Live in Him, and remember “I AM” is with you always, even to the end 
of the age! 
Precious Lord, you are who you say you are. You always have been and 
forever shall be. Be with me now. Abide, and remind me of your great-
ness and merciful forgiveness, given on the cross. By Your mercy, I am 
yours eternally. Amen. 

Rev. Steven Williamson-Link | Resurrection Lutheran Church, Cairo, NY. 



Week 5
SUNDAY, MARCH 29

 

Resurrection & Life 
Today’s Gospel Reading: John 11:1-45 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of  Bethany, the village of  
Mary and her sister Martha. It was Mary who anointed the Lord 
with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose broth-
er Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he 
whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it he said, “This 
illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of  God, so that 
the Son of  God may be glorified through it.” 
 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So, 
when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer 
in the place where he was. Then after this he said to the dis-
ciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples said to him, 
“Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, and are you 
going there again?” Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours 
in the day? If  anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, 
because he sees the light of  this world. But if  anyone walks in the 
night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 
 After saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend 
Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” The disciples 
said to him, “Lord, if  he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” Now 
Jesus had spoken of  his death, but they thought that he meant 
taking rest in sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has 
died, and for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that 
you may believe. But let us go to him.”  So Thomas, called 
the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may 
die with him.” 
 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already 
been in the tomb four days. Bethany was near Jerusalem, about 
two miles off, and many of  the Jews had come to Martha and 
Mary to console them concerning their brother. So when Martha 



heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary 
remained seated in the house.  
 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if  you had been here, my broth-
er would not have died. But even now I know that whatever you 
ask from God, God will give you.” Jesus said to her, “Your broth-
er will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise 
again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am 
the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he 
die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me 
shall never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord; 
I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of  God, who is coming 
into the world.” When she had said this, she went and called her 
sister Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher is here and is calling 
for you.” And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to 
him. 
 Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in 
the place where Martha had met him. When the Jews who were 
with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and 
go out, they followed her, supposing that she was going to the 
tomb to weep there. Now when Mary came to where Jesus was 
and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if  you had 
been here, my brother would not have died.” 
 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come 
with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and 
greatly troubled. And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They 
said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus wept. So the Jews said, 
“See how he loved him!” But some of  them said, “Could not he 
who opened the eyes of  the blind man also have kept this man 
from dying?” 
 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was 
a cave, and a stone lay against it. Jesus said, “Take away the 
stone.” Martha, the sister of  the dead man, said to him, “Lord, 
by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four 
days.”  
 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if  you believed you 
would see the glory of  God?” So they took away the stone. And 
Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you 
have heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said this 
on account of  the people standing around, that they may believe 
that you sent me.” 
 When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud 



voice, “Lazarus, come out.” The man who had died came out, 
his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped 
with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
 Many of  the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and 
had seen what he did, believed in him,…  

Monday, March 30
DAY 25 

RESURRECTION & LIFE 

Read: John 11:25-26.  Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the 
life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and every-
one who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?”  
Receive: “Lazarus whom you love is sick.”  Imagine the surprise of the 
disciples when Jesus responds, not by rushing to Lazarus’ bedside, 
but rather delaying 2 days before heading to Bethany. They, along with 
Lazarus’ sisters, Mary and Martha, as well as multitudes of others had 
seen what Jesus could do – make the blind to see, the lame to walk and 
the sick be healed. Why would He deny this healing touch to a faithful 
follower? I wonder if Jesus was thinking, “Just you wait and see what I 
can do?” When they arrive at Bethany, Lazarus has been dead for four 
days, the day on which the Jews believed the soul left the body. In other 
words, really dead. So much so that Martha reminds Jesus that by now 
Lazarus’ body has begun to decompose and is smelling bad. Jesus as-
sures Martha that He is the resurrection and that Lazarus will live again 
not just in the hereafter but now. How much faith and trust does it take 
to believe when everything tells you it is hopeless? “Lazarus, come 
forth!”  Can it be? Someone dead for four days! New life for Lazarus 
here and now! 
Renew: Jesus said in John 10:10 “I have come that they might have 
life and that they might have it more abundantly.” By life he meant not 
just physical life (bios) but (zoe) life in the spirit and soul – the highest 
and best that Christ gives to the saints. So as Lazarus came forth from 
the tomb wrapped from head to foot in burial cloths, Jesus commands 
that he be unbound. So for us, as we walk in newness of life (zoe),  God 
would have us yield to Him as by His Holy Spirit he looses the things 
that bind us and keep us from having the abundant life that Jesus has 



promised us; as even now we live in eternal life begun in us at our 
baptism. 

Heavenly Father, we thank you that in the death and resurrection of 
your beloved Son, Jesus, You have given us the promise of abundant 

life here and now and eternal life with You. Teach us to daily surrender 
to You those things that bind us that we may live an abundant life 
that brings honor and glory to Your holy name. All glory be to you, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen 

Deacon Dottie Rudolf | SonRise Lutheran Church, Pottersville, NY 

Tuesday, March 31
DAY 26 

LION OF JUDAH 

Read: Revelation 5:1-5.  Then I saw in the right hand of him who was 
seated on the throne a scroll written within and on the back, sealed 
with seven seals. And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud 
voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” And no 
one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll 
or to look into it, and I began to weep loudly because no one was found 
worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. And one of the elders said 
to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root 
of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven 
seals.” 
Receive: I love the imagery of these several chapters of The Revelation.  
Much like the books of Daniel and Ezekiel, what scholars call apoca-
lyptic images are used to portray symbolic meaning, unfortunately not 
all of which is evident to us today.  The words that immediately follow 
this reflect that kind of writing:  And between the throne and the four 
living creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though 
it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the 
seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth.
 Now that’s apocalyptic symbolism, but Lion of Judah is not.  No 
imagery, no picture, just a title – one that links the identity of the lamb 
to Joseph and Mary’s son and his human origins.  The phrase is first 
used in Jacob’s blessing of his son Judah in Genesis 49.  It offers an 



image of strength and royalty.  This is not just a meek lamb who has 
rescued us, but a—no, scratch that—THE strong royal King.  More than 
just a human son, more even than just a descendant of Judah, the tribe 
which produced the Jewish kings, this is THE lion of Judah, the Son, not 
only of man, but of God.  
Renew:  We are inclined to think and even sing “What a Friend we 
have in Jesus”.  True enough, but this friend is the Almighty God.  I’m 
inclined to think we’ve so pacified the lamb of God we’ve forgotten He 
is God’s Lion.  When Jesus returns, for centuries we’ve confessed it is 
not only to take us home with Him, but He is to JUDGE the world.  I 
love the image C.S. Lewis offers in his Narnia series when speaking of 
the lion, Aslan:   “Safe?” said Mr. Beaver: “Don’t you hear what Mrs. 
Beaver tells you?  Who said anything about safe?  ‘Course he isn’t 
safe.  But he’s good.  He’s the King. I tell you.”  In our age it’s so easy to 
remake God in an image of our own creating rather than that which has 
been given to us in Scripture.  This Lion of Judah is good, He’s come to 
save us, but He is worthy of our awe, our respect and certainly our obe-
dience.  How are you doing in that regard?  Frankly, I could do better.  

Renew and strengthen my awe of you, dear Lord. Be for me, my Lion 
of Judah commanding the respect and obedience I owe You, not that I 
might win Your love, but because You have already loved and rescued 

me. Amen  

Rev. Bruce Rudolf | SonRise Lutheran Church, Pottersville, NY 

Wednesday, april 1
DAY 27 

THE WAY 

Read: John 14:1-6.  “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; 
believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not 
so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to my-
self, that where I am you may be also. And you know the way to where 
I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the Way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, 



and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me.”  
Receive: Too often, we hear the comforting words of Jesus, yet re-
spond as Thomas does. We find ourselves confused by the sinfulness 
that plagues our hearts and we do not receive God’s merciful guidance 
and promise as it is intended. Rather than placing our trust in our own 
ability to “find” the will of God in order to follow, let us receive the 
comfort of His mercy, knowing that He is The Way. In His mercy, the 
forgiveness that He gives allows us to live in accordance with His will 
while receiving the grace that is salvation for us when we fail. 
Renew: Thomas seemed intent on understanding Jesus yet wanted to 
rely upon his own skill and knowledge to do so. How often is this some-
thing that you are doing? Do you find yourself unnerved when you are 
not able to seemingly “control” your own faith? As you consider these 
questions, witness what Thomas was able to receive – the comforting 
promise of Jesus. 

Dear Jesus, hear my confession: Too often, I try to control my life. 
Thankfully, Your mercy is greater than my sin. Help me to place my 

trust in You, knowing that You are the Way, the Truth, and the Life. In 
Your saving name, Amen.               

Rev. Matthew Ryan Gonzalez | Trinity Lutheran, the Bronx 

Thursday, april 2
DAY 28 

MY REDEEMER 

Read: Job 19:25-27.  But I know that my Redeemer lives, and in the 
end, He will stand upon the earth. Even after my skin has been de-
stroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God. I will see Him for myself; my 
eyes will behold Him, and not as a stranger. How my heart yearns 
within me! 
Receive: If an individual in Old Testament times was in any danger of 
being ousted from the family by war, hardship, or death, a redeemer 
was another family member who would pay a ransom, provide money 



for rescue or recovery in order to secure the vulnerable member’s 
membership in the group.
 But this text points to more than just an independent, impersonal 
Redeemer. The MY before Redeemer is personal, possessive, propri-
etary, and particular. It implies ownership and relationship. It is an 
intimate and proximate declaration. This proximity matters because it 
points to the presence of God. This is a connective annexation. 
 When the promises of God are annexed to the liturgical ceremony, 
a sacrament happens. When the promises of God are annexed to the 
preached Word, faith happens. When the promises of God are annexed 
to absolution, forgiveness happens. You can lay your claim to your 
baptism because when plain water and God’s Word are annexed to one 
another, the promises that God produces in that annexation are meant 
for you. This body and blood are for you because in, with, and under 
these elements is annexed the very presence of Jesus. He is personal, 
forever annexed to your life!  
Renew: New life in Christ is a once-and-for-all event. We are re-
deemed like a punctuation mark. It happens in Jesus’ bloody execution 
on a cross. Redemption is imprinted on every individual’s watery death 
to sin in baptism and is seized by every believer who by faith receives 
the free redemption of God; while the payday for sin is death, the 
promises of Christ’s work has benefits for this life and the next (John 
10:10, Romans 6:23): Jesus sacrificial death and victorious resurrection 
is for us! Theologically speaking, this is seamless, simultaneous and 
instantaneous.   
 But redemption, on the other hand, is also a process. Life in the 
Spirit and the enjoyment of salvation’s surplus represent an eye-open-
ing pathway to on-going redemption, or as the Catechism puts it, the 
Holy Spirit works through Word and Sacraments to “enlighten” us—
which in Luther’s German literally means “to turn on the light.” While 
what Christ did for us constitutes a once-and-for-all event, humans 
often take an extended period of time to comprehend, apprehend, and 
appropriate the enormity of that redemption.  

Jesus, you are the Redeemer of the whole Creation. Thank you 
for personalizing your love and your salvation by becoming MY 

Redeemer. Likewise, help us, by your Spirit, to share it with everyone 
who will listen. Amen.  

Rev. Dr. John Arthur Nunes | Concordia College,  Bronxville, NY 



Friday, april 3
DAY 29 

THE WORD 

Read: John 1:1-3, 14.  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with 
God.  All things were made through him, and without him was not any 
thing made that was made… 
 …And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and 
truth.  
Receive: Can I be honest with you?  This is my favorite name of Jesus.  
The Word.  The message.  The vehicle of communication.  God said, 
“Let there be light”…and there was light through the power of His 
Word.  God created everything we see by His Word, by speaking.  So in 
other words, God creates reality through His Word.  That’s Jesus!  The 
Word of God, the conveyer of God’s power, His creativity, His promise.  
Every word that God ever said was the Word.  It was Jesus.  So when 
God wants to show us His Majesty, His Might, His Love, His Grace, 
His Heart, or whatever other word you want to stick in there, He sent 
Jesus.  He made His Word flesh to dwell among us so that we could 
see what He was saying. 
Renew:  And this is where it gets really cool.  I want you to go back to 
the beginning, to the moment of Creation.  God said it…and it hap-
pened.  God’s Word created reality!  And it still does!  That’s the most 
amazing thing about this name of Jesus.  If God’s Word, Jesus, creates 
reality, then everything God says to you is your reality!  God says, “You 
are forgiven.”  That’s your reality.  God says so!  God says, “You are my 
child.  That’s your reality.  God says so!  God says, “I will never leave 
you or forsake you.”  That’s your reality.  We can keep going.  Heaven.  
Your reality.  Endless love.  Your reality.  Amazing purpose.  Your reality.  
Seriously…every word God speaks to you is your reality.  So this Sun-
day, when you hear the words, “I forgive you.”  Or “The Lord bless you.”  
That’s your reality.  Why?  Because God says so.  And when God says 
something…it happens.  Or said another way, God’s Word does stuff.  
Jesus does stuff.  He creates a new, perfect, and eternal reality for you! 

Heavenly Father, thank you for sending your Word in the Flesh so that 
I could see what you were saying to me.  Help me never to grow tired 



of hearing your Word, living your Word, and trusting your Word.  But 
most of all, help me to proclaim your Word, the new reality you have 

for everyone in Jesus, your Word made flesh for me.  Amen. 

  Rev. Matthew Schultz | Immanuel, Niskayuna 

saTurday, april 4
DAY 30 

SON OF DAVID 

Read: Matthew 21:7-11.  They brought the donkey and the colt and put 
on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. Most of the crowd spread 
their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and 
spread them on the road. And the crowds that went before him and 
that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Bless-
ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the high-
est!” And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, 
saying, “Who is this?” And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, 
from Nazareth of Galilee.” 
Receive: David, greatest of the kings of Israel, was given this promise 
from God: “I will raise up your offspring after you...and I will establish 
the throne of his kingdom forever.” (2 Samuel 7:12-13) Now the chosen 
people of God knew the Messiah that they had been waiting for since 
he was promised to Abraham would be from the line of King David. 
They continued to wait, for many years, until this man Jesus came, pro-
claiming that the “Kingdom of God is at hand.” (Mark 1:15) The people 
saw Jesus heal the sick and raise the dead, and thus the crowds on that 
Palm Sunday welcomed him as a heroic Messiah, the one who would 
deliver them from the hands of their Roman oppressors: “Hosanna in 
the highest!” (Hosanna means “Save us, we pray!”) The promise made 
to their King David all those years ago had finally been fulfilled; and 
though they did not know that He would save them by dying for them, 
they prayed for His deliverance as David’s promised Son all the same.  
Renew: Have you been on the receiving end of a broken promise 
lately? Maybe someone promised to do something for you - but then 
dropped the ball. Maybe someone promised to be there for you - but 
then they weren’t. It’s also entirely possible that you have broken one 
promise or another in your life. It’s very easy for us as humans to be 



wary of “promises,” because they’re very easy for us to break. Thank-
fully, this is not so with our God. Though it took hundreds of years, God 
was faithful in His promise to David, and established his Kingdom in 
the person and work of Jesus, his descendant. This is just one of many 
examples - you can flip to just about any other page in Scripture to see 
more. Jesus being the “Son of David” is an affirmation of the fact that 
God keeps His promises - and a reassurance to us that He keeps them 
in our lives as well. Jesus promised to us life and salvation through His 
payment for our sins, and that He would be with us “always” (Matthew 
28:20). Those promises hold steadfast to this day, and they shall con-
tinue for eternity. Rest in those promises of God, and hold on to them 
through what the Son of David won for you on the Cross.

Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on us! We thank you for fulfilling your 
promises to your people, from Adam to Abraham, from David to us 
today. Save us now, we pray, and forgive us for our offenses against 

heaven. We give You glory for what You have done to bring us life and 
salvation. Grant us faith to cling to Your promises every day, by Your 

most Holy and Precious Name. Amen. 

DCE Ryan Howard | St. James Lutheran Church, St. James 



Week 6
PALM SUNDAY/ PASSION SUNDAY, APRIL 5      

 

King of  the Jews 
Today’s Gospel Reading: Matthew 26:17 - 27:61 

The Passion 
(Please use your Bible for today’s reading.) 

Monday, april 6
DAY 31 

KING OF THE JEWS 

Read: Matthew 2:1-2.  Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east 
came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”  
(Matthew 27:35-37) And when they had crucified him, they divided 
his garments among them by casting lots. Then they sat down and kept 
watch over him there. And over his head they put the charge against 
him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.”  
Receive: The prophets of old foretold it, the people of Israel awaited it, 
and Jesus Christ fulfilled it… the arrival of the King of the Jews. In our 
readings for today, Jesus is called the King of the Jews – both at His 
birth (Matt. 2:1-2) and at His death (Matt. 27:35-37). So what kind of 
king was He? How was He received?
 After Jesus was born, the wise men sought to worship Him, but 
Herod, the king, sought to kill him. The wise men were humbled and 
bowed before Him. Herod was threatened and sent men after Him. 
The wise men presented royal gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
Herod sent orders to have all the male children, under two-years old, 



in Bethlehem murdered. The wise men celebrated the birth of a Savior; 
Herod desired the death of a future ruler. 
 Likewise, the same people who shouted praise at the King’s com-
ing on Palm Sunday would later shout for His death on Good Friday. As 
they were hanging Jesus on the cross, a sign hung above Him – “THIS 
IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS.” Some mocked, others mourned. 
Despite the mixed reactions, what the sign said was true. When Christ, 
the King of the Jews, finally came, some received Him, and some re-
jected Him.  
Renew: Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world.” (John 18:36) He 
said this before Pilate, but He would show it before the whole world in 
His death and resurrection. Here the King would be victorious over sin 
and death, not only for the Jews, but for all people. Many earthly kings 
are willing to send people to fight for them. Jesus, as King, was sent to 
willingly die for His people, that they may be saved!
 In our sin, we often fail to receive Jesus with gladness; we want 
to be king. In our selfishness, we desire to be the sole ruler of our lives. 
When we give into our sinfulness, we risk running the true King out of 
our hearts, just as Herod ran the true King of the Jews out of town. In 
Christ alone, we are victorious. May we, by the grace of God, forever 
strive to rejoice in this truth, and like the wise men – humbly bow be-
fore the King who saves in all we do.

Almighty King, I come before you now in faith and gratitude for all 
you have done for me and for all. By your grace and forgiveness, I have 

been saved, and all I have I owe to You. Help me to daily seek you, 
that I may always worship You. Amen.   

Rev. Steven Williamson-Link | Resurrection Lutheran Church, Cairo, NY. 

Tuesday, april 7
DAY 32 

ADVOCATE

Read: 1 John 2:1.  My little children, I am writing these things to you so 
that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.  
Receive: Although God has called us to lives of obedience, we sin.  



Sinning keeps us separated from God and from each other and it leads 
to our death.  Thankfully, though, God has provided a reason for us 
not to despair in our sinfulness.  “God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son.” (John 3:16) who is Jesus Christ the righteous.  
Bearing our sin on His holy cross and atoning for that sin through His 
bitter suffering and death, Jesus died so that we may live.  He rose from 
the dead so that we who were lost in our sin could be made righteous 
through Him, living the new life He intended for us.  This Jesus is our 
Advocate before the Father.  Speaking righteousness towards the 
Father on our behalf, He bespeaks us righteous in the waters of Holy 
Baptism.  When Jesus the Advocate speaks to the Father, the Father 
hears Him and has mercy on us so that, by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
we may confess our sins and receive forgiveness in Holy Absolu- tion.  
His priestly intercession for us makes all the difference in the world as 
He sees to it that the gifts that He purchased for us on His holy cross 
are delivered graciously to us in the words of Holy Absolution and in 
the Holy Supper of forgiveness, life and salvation.   
Renew:  Never can we think that no one has our back.  Never could 
we say that no one cares about us.  In Christ Jesus, never could we 
propose that God is not for us.  Jesus Christ the righteous—our Ad-
vocate—continues to intercede for us.  This season of repentance and 
renewal affords us opportunity to approach the throne of grace with 
confidence to receive mercy and find grace to help us in our times of 
need (Hebrews 4:16).  We have an Advocate—Jesus Christ the righ-
teous.  Thanks be to God! 

 Jesus our Advocate, move us to hearken to Your saving voice as You 
defend us and speak on our behalf to our Father.  Forgive us our sins.  
Deliver us from the dangers of our sin.  Let Your forgiving love sustain 
us as we wait in hope for the day of Your return, for You reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Rev. Dr. Dien Ashley Taylor | Evangelical Lutheran Church, The Bronx, New York  
First Vice-President, LCMS Atlantic District 



Wednesday, april 8
DAY 33 

GREAT PRIEST 

Read: Hebrews 10:19-22.  Therefore, brothers, since we have confi-
dence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, by the new and 
living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through 
his flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us 
draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts 
sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with 
pure water.  
Receive: Does being able to come before the king without fear strike 
you as good news? A relief? To the original Hebrew recipients of these 
words, it definitely would have. Think back to Esther’s reminder to 
Mordecai: if she were to approach the king without an invitation, she 
stood liable to lose her life! It would have made sense to them that 
coming before a king in an unworthy or improper way was a dangerous, 
life-threatening move. We can see the same in God’s warning to the 
people not to even touch his holy mountain lest they die. But now, the 
writer assures us, we can have confidence to come before God. This 
is because of Jesus’ sacrifice—the one blood sacrifice to cleanse all 
people once for all—but also because of the promise God makes about 
that sacrifice in the preceding verse. Quoting Isaiah, the writer assures 
us that because of Jesus’ sacrifice God will “remember [our] sins and 
lawless deeds no more.” Not that his mind will suddenly fail him; when 
it refers to God, the idea of “remembering” always comes along with 
action. So Isaiah’s promise is that God will no longer act on our sins. 
Having exacted the necessary penalty (death) upon Jesus, God no 
longer needs—or wants—to punish you. 
Renew: Have you ever messed up, then tried to hide it? When I was 
growing up, I would often try to hide mistakes, misdeeds, or problems 
I was having. Why? Fear, embarrassment, or shame usually had some-
thing to do with it. But, unfortunately, that left me stuck trying to deal 
with it on my own, and usually made the problem worse. The promise 
of these words to the Hebrews is that, since Jesus has already paid the 
price for every single error and overcome each and every problem, you 
don’t have to be afraid. You don’t have to be ashamed—to worry that 
you’re inadequate, disqualified, or unworthy. You don’t have to hide 
from God. When your Heavenly Father looks at you he sees a child of 



his, created in his image: worthy and valuable. And, he see the perfect 
righteousness of Jesus that covers you. In deep love for you, he invites 
you and welcomes you to bring to him your struggles and concerns, 
and to receive healing, guidance, and the comfort of His presence. The 
next time you’re struggling with something—and maybe that’s right 
now—don’t fight through it alone; take advantage of his invitation! 

Gracious Lord Jesus, thank You for giving Your life to be the sacrifice 
that once and for all opened the way for me to come before God. As 
I am in need, stir my heart to recognize and take advantage of His 

loving invitation to come to Him without fear or shame. Amen. 

 Rev. Jason Taber | St. John the Evangelist, Brooklyn 

Thursday, april 9
DAY 34 

LAMB OF GOD 

Read: John 1:29-30.  The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, 
and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks 
before me, because he was before me.’  
Receive: I often watch the National Geographic Channel to see the 
animal kingdom in action.  It’s soothing – to a point.  Often, however, 
the frail and vulnerable creatures are the ones who fall to predators, or 
the harsh climate.  Lambs are not mighty in any way.  They’re purely 
dependent.  John the Baptist tells the world – “LOOK!  Here comes 
a man who is perfectly a servant.  He’s come for you, for us, for the 
world.  Although he was before the world began, he will be offered 
up, this pure Lamb of God, for the removal of the sins of the world!”  
Consider hearing that 2000 years ago – who could this man Jesus be?  
How could he bear up under such a task – the sin of the world?  Listen 
to it through the lens of your life – Jesus, your brother, the Son of God, 
the Word made flesh, served you as a lamb, unto death, and your sins 
are removed.  Thank God! 
Renew:  One of the first hymns taught in my home around the din-
ner table to be sung by the bedside was “I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb.”  
Throughout our region there are more than a few Lutheran “Little 



Lambs” Pre-schools.  Not rams, not ewes, but lambs, no matter our age 
or size.  We’re all the little lambs of Jesus.  And in that unique mes-
sage provided by Holy Scripture, our leader takes on our nature, our 
frail flesh, and becomes – the Lamb of God.  Not only is He our Good 
Shepherd.  He’s one of us.  As the hymn goes He “knows my needs and 
well provides them, loves me every day the same…”  Be at peace, be 
comforted – the Lamb of God has taken away your sins, and the sin of 
the world! 

Dear Lord Jesus, Lamb of God, thank you for your sacrifice for me.  
Thank you for understanding my frailty, my weakness, my human 

nature, and for becoming the pure Lamb of God to take my place and 
atone for my sin.  Humbly I seek nothing more or less than to commit 

myself to you, who gave all for me.  In Your Holy Name.  Amen. 

Rev. Dr. David H. Benke | St. Peters, Brooklyn 

Friday, april 10
DAY 35 

MAN OF SORROWS 

Read: Isaiah 53:3.  He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sor-
rows, and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their 
faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
Receive: From Isaiah’s prophecy of the Suffering Servant, today’s verse 
offers a succinct and chilling portrayal of Jesus as the Man of Sorrows. 
It describes some of his sorrows: despised, rejected by men, acquaint-
ed with grief, having no esteem among men, and so on. We see this 
vividly played out in the Gospels as Jesus was despised and rejected 
by his own people, as the religious leaders falsely accused, taunted 
and tortured him, as He was put to death in the most degrading and 
horrifying way possible. Undoubtedly the worst of his sorrows came as 
he was forsaken by His Father, while bearing the sins of all humankind 
there on the cross, including yours and mine. The depth of pain and 
grief this Man of Sorrows bore is unimaginable.  
Renew: All that Jesus, the Man of Sorrows, endured was entirely 
underserved by Him. He endured those sorrows for us, who totally de-
served them. Yet each day we reap the benefits of his sorrows. He bore 



our sin and guilt on the cross; He grieves with us at the loss of a loved 
one; He knows the deep hurt we feel when others despise or scorn us 
due to jealousy or prejudice; He sees our loneliness, our confusion, our 
fears. What an amazing paradox that in our sorrows, we turn to the 
Man of Sorrows for comfort, healing, forgiveness and hope.   As we 
live that blessed life each day, we know there still are so many people 
out there – family, friends, co-workers, neighbors, acquaintances – who 
carry deep sorrows, yet don’t know the Man of Sorrows. Who might 
you begin praying for? … or maybe even praying with?  

Dearest Jesus, I am so humbled and thankful that you endured such 
sorrows for me, and now comfort me in my sorrows. Open my eyes 
and heart to also see others in pain. Show me ways I can share with 
them how You, the Man of Sorrows, are waiting to bring healing and 

hope to them too. In Your Holy name I pray. Amen. 

Deacon Shirley Algozzine | Resurrection Lutheran Church, Cairo, NY 

saTurday, april 11
DAY 36 

OUR PASSOVER LAMB 

Read: 1 Corinthians 5:6-8.  Your boasting is not good. Do you not know 
that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? Cleanse out the old leaven 
that you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, 
our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.  Let us therefore celebrate the 
festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with 
the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 
Receive: In Exodus 12 we read about the first Passover which took 
place in Egypt. At God’s direction, the blood of a lamb without blemish 
was applied to the entryway of each house of the Israelites. Those who 
placed themselves under the sign of the blood experienced the mercy 
of God, as the Lord passed over the house and did not destroy its occu-
pants. Those houses without the blood suffered the severe judgment of 
God upon themselves and their gods. This deliverance of God’s people 
became known as “the sacrifice of the Lord’s Passover”, which the Lord 
commanded the Israelites to celebrate throughout the generations.
  Our text refers to Christ as Our Passover Lamb, having been 



sacrificed for us on Passover. Jesus, the sinless Lamb of God, shed his 
blood on the cross, taking our sin and death upon Himself. Like the 
Israelites before us, as we place ourselves under the blood of the Lamb, 
we experience “Our Passover.” 
Renew: No one likes being passed over. Whether it’s for a job, a pro-
motion, or recognition for an accomplishment, being passed over is an 
experience we could gladly live without. Yet the Lord’s Passover – the 
sacrifice of Christ, our Passover Lamb – is something we never want 
to live without! …an experience we definitely cannot live without. We 
thank God that our sins have been passed over!  Under the blood of 
Christ, our Passover Lamb, we are free to live as Paul urges in our text 
- no longer enslaved to “the old leaven of malice and evil”, but in “the 
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.” 

O Lord, how thankful I am today and every day, to live under the blood 
of Christ, my Passover Lamb. By your grace, help me turn from my 

sinful, self-centered thoughts and deeds. Empower me instead to live 
in humble service to you and your people, seeking to help others also 

know Christ as their Passover Lamb. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

Deacon Shirley Algozzine | Resurrection Lutheran Church, Cairo, NY 



Week 7
EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 12                                     

Jesus 
Today’s Gospel Reading: Matthew 28:1-10 

Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of  the first day of  the 
week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the 
tomb.   
 And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of  
the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the 
stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his 
clothing white as snow. And for fear of  him the guards trembled 
and became like dead men.   
 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I 
know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, for he 
has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he  lay. Then go 
quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and 
behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. 
See, I have told you.”   
 So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great 
joy, and ran to tell his disciples. And behold, Jesus met them and 
said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of  his feet 
and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; 
go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see 
me.” 



Monday, april 13
DAY 37 

JESUS 

Read: Matthew 1:20-21.  But as he considered these things, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of 
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is con-
ceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall 
call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”  
Receive: Of the names for our Lord, His personal name, Jesus, spoke 
volumes to Joseph in this particular passage in Matthew.  We know 
that Joseph was a just and respectable man who strived to live his life 
according to God’s law.  Because of this desire, Joseph decided that he 
could not remain with a woman who was pregnant with a child that 
was not his own. He made the decision to show compassion on and 
mercy toward Mary by dissolving their betrothal (which was a legally 
binding relationship that shared all of the aspects of a marriage with 
the exception of physical intimacy) quietly.  It is here that today’s 
reading picks up – just as the angel appeared to Joseph and reassures 
him that the baby that Mary was carrying was from God Himself and 
that He was to be called Jesus, because He would save His people from 
their sins.  
Renew: The name Jesus was given because it means Savior. The angel 
told Joseph that the child to be born would save His people from their 
sins.  Jesus was to be the Messiah, the One the scriptures promised 
would deliver God’s people.  When I think about Joseph in this situa-
tion, I can only imagine that he himself felt the need to be delivered or 
protected from the situation he thought he found himself in.  Little did 
Joseph know that with the birth of this child, he would be the one deliv-
ered from his own sins and be made whole by Jesus’ ultimate sacrifice 
on the cross. 

Lord, I thank you for Jesus, my Savior and Messiah.  Please forgive 
me for falling into the trap of believing that I need to be the one to 

resolve difficult situations on my own.  Give me the strength to accept 
what You call me to, just as You gave Joseph the strength to step out 

in faith and do as Your angel commanded.  Thank you for sending 
Jesus to save all Your children from their sins; please help me to trust 



in Your promise to protect and deliver me daily.     In Your Son’s name.  
Amen 

Deacon Amanda-Marie Freemann | Resurrection Lutheran Church, Cairo, NY 

Tuesday, april 14
DAY 38 

MY GOD 

Read: John 20:24-29.  Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the 
Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told 
him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his 
hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the 
nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 
 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was 
with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, “Peace be with you.”  Then he said to Thom-
as, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and 
place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.”  
 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”  Jesus said to 
him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
Receive: After Jesus’ death and resurrection, He appeared to many of 
His disciples, but Thomas was not one of them at first.  Thomas knew 
that Jesus had been crucified but refused to believe that He was no lon-
ger dead.  Our reading tells us that when the disciples were gathered 
together in a locked room, Jesus appeared with them and greeted them 
peacefully.  He then told Thomas to do exactly what he said he needed 
to do to believe – to touch with his flesh what he could not believe with 
his heart.  At this, Thomas makes the deeply personal proclamation 
and identifies Jesus as his Lord and his God.  
Renew: How simple is it for you to relate to Thomas’ skepticism?  I 
know having something tangible in front of me is the quickest way for 
me to become a believer!  Jesus showed kindness by showing Thomas 
who He was; the risen Lord who is God over all, even over our doubts.  
It is astounding to me that Thomas – the one who basically crossed his 
arms, scrunched up his nose and told the other disciples that he’d be-
lieve it when he’d seen it – is the one to proclaim Jesus as his personal 



Lord and Savior, not just as the Lord or the God of his people.  By taking 
the time to interact with Thomas, Jesus reminds us that even in our 
doubt, He is our personal Lord and God, the One who cares so much 
for us as individuals that He takes the time to show patience and grace 
to us even in our doubt.   

Lord, thank You for the blessing of being able to know You personally. 
Thank You for loving me even when You know very intimate thought 
and detail about me.  Help me to always remember that You are my 
Lord and my God; that You are the one who can strengthen my faith 

when I doubt.  Please help me to feel Your presence when I am unable 
to see what You are doing in my life and continue to have patience 
with me as I grow to trust and love You more each day.      Amen  

Deacon Amanda-Marie Freeman | Resurrection Lutheran Church, Cairo, NY  

Wednesday, april 15
DAY 39 

AUTHOR OF LIFE 

Read: Acts 3:13-15.  The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, whom 
you delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had 
decided to release him. But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, 
and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, and you killed the Au-
thor of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses.  
Receive: They got it wrong! Peter and John were mobbed by people 
who had witnessed the healing of the lame man at the temple gate, 
but the mob got it wrong! The disciples were quick to correct them. It 
wasn’t by their power that this man had been healed, but in the name 
of Jesus, the Holy and Righteous One, who had been crucified but 
was now risen from the dead. It is Jesus, the Author of Life who is the 
Source of all healing of both body and soul. It is Jesus, the Author and 
Perfecter of our faith, who continues to sustain us, deliver and guide us 
as our lives’ stories unfold. And it is Jesus, seated at the right hand of 
the Father, who holds the Book of Life containing the names of all who 
have been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb.
Renew: Some have said that history is really His story – a story that 



was written by the divine Author before the world was formed.  The 
theme of this story is love: God’s redeeming and restoring love running 
through its pages. But where do we fit into the story?  Like a compli-
cated plot, our lives are filled with twists and turns, sometimes aligned 
with God’s plan but often deviating from His divine design. Jesus, is not 
only the Author of this story, but enters into the story as the Protago-
nist, to rescue, redeem and restore.  Though it may seem improbable at 
times, we know how the story ends. Our recent celebration of Easter is 
an affirmation of that glorious resolution bringing an end to all suffer-
ing and sorrow. By God’s grace, our names are written into the Book of 
Life, pointing to our eternal destiny with Him. In the meantime, note 
that the divine Author has also written His love letter on our hearts (as 
described by the apostle Paul in 2 Cor 3:1-3). May others read in our 
lives the amazing story of God’s love, drawing them into a life-saving 
relationship with Him.  

 Lord Jesus, You have known me before the creation of the world and 
by Your grace You have graciously included me in Your love story.  
Thank you for making me Your own. Help me to recognize Your 

gracious guidance in my life, and let me be a living testimony to Your 
loving faithfulness.   In Your precious name I pray.   Amen 

Tom Roemke | Our Savior’s, Colonie, NY   

Thursday, april 16
DAY 40 

SAVIOR 

Read: Philippians 3:20-21.  But our citizenship is in heaven, and from 
it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly 
body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to 
subject all things to himself. 
Receive: While in prison, Paul wrote this letter that radiates joy.  
Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say rejoice (Phil 4:4). How 
could this joyful refrain be written during a time of imprisonment and 
church wide persecution? It’s all a matter of perspective. This is not our 
home. Our citizenship is in heaven, and we are simply pilgrims passing 
through. In the meantime, we await the return of our Savior who will 



come with His transforming grace, bringing everything under His rule. 
Paul encourages us to keep our eyes on the prize. The trials and tribu-
lations that we currently face are nothing compared to the surpassing 
glory that awaits us. Jesus’ triumphant resurrection assures us of the 
total victory that awaits all who believe in Him as their Lord and Savior.  
Renew: It seems appropriate to conclude this devotional booklet by 
considering the name:  SAVIOR. Jesus has come to save us from sin, 
death and the power of the devil. Certainly, He has saved us to be with 
Him in heaven eternally. But Jesus has also come to save us for the 
present time. He has saved us from the oppressive guilt and power of 
sin, the fear of death and the deadly trap of self-centeredness. He has 
also saved us to live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in ever-
lasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness (Luther’s explanation 
to the Second Article). I have been blessed to serve God’s people at 
Our Savior’s, Colonie, for many decades. We often say, “Remember 
the apostrophe” (in the name of our church – Our Savior’s). That little 
punctuation mark denotes possession. We belong to Him.  Jesus has 
saved us to be His very own. That makes all the difference in the world 
now and into eternity. All glory to His precious name! 

 Beautiful Savior, King of Creation; Son of God and Son of Man,  Truly 
I’d love Thee, truly I’d serve Thee Light of my soul, my joy, my crown.    

Amen.   (LSB #537) 

Tom Roemke | Our Savior’s, Colonie, NY
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